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Revelation 3:7-13

Letter to Philadelphia: Rev. 3:7 NKJV Introduction: "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
Rev. 3:7b NKJV Title of Jesus: 'These things says He who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens": Unlike the other six churches, this title given to Jesus is not found in chapter 1.  As in the other letters, the title has a special meaning for the church being addressed.  This title incorporates Jesus as the One who is true, in direct contrast to this title, Satan is known as the Father of Lies, who deceives those who are perishing, just like he deceived Eve in the garden. Jesus’ title of holiness and truth makes it clear that you can hang your confidence on what he says is true.  It goes on to say  “who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.”  This is a reference to Isaiah 22:19  written some 700 years before Christ… …I will depose you from your office, and you (Shebna, Isa. 22:15 - current treasurer with whom God is unhappy) …will be ousted from your position. {20} "In that day I will summon my servant, Eliakim son of Hilkiah.  {21} I will clothe him with your robe and fasten your sash around him and hand your authority over to him. He will be a father to those who live in Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. {22} I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.   Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, is granted the key to unlock the door to the treasury.  In the same way, Jesus has the key of “authority” to unlock the door of “opportunity” to fulfill His sovereign will on earth.  Jesus is making it clear that he is sovereign.  He will have His way in this world.  You can be part of those plans or stand on the sidelines and watch. 

Historical Background: PHILADELPHIA means, "city of friendship."  A Lydian King by the name of Attalus II, built Philadelphia out of love for his brother, King Eumenes.  Philadelphia was built with the intention of spreading the Greek language throughout Asia.  Philadelphia was known as “little Athens of Asia Minor,” because of the strong Greek influence. Located in a beautiful valley located some 25 miles southeast of Sardis, Philadelphia sat on a great trade route which reached its height during the Byzantine and Medieval periods. According Sir Willam Ramsay, “Philadelphia lay at the upper extremity of a long valley.  After passing Philadelphia, the road along this valley ascends to the great Central Plateau, the main mass of Asia Minor.  This road led from the harbour of Smyrna to the north-east parts of Asia Minor and the East in general, and the greatest Asian trade-route of Medieval times... It’s only rival was the great route connecting Ephesus with the East. Philadelphia was, therefore, the keeper of the gateway to the plateau of Asia Minor.”  Just as Philadelphia is a door to most of Asia, Jesus claims that he controls access to wherever it is that we go.

Prophetic Application 1730 – 1900 (or the Rapture): Why these dates? In the early 1700’s there was what is known as the First Great Awakening.  This was in response to formalism and a move away from the inerrant and infallible Word of God within the church. The formalism and emphasis on human reason in the Sardis church led to a rejection of the Word of God as absolute. Remember, Jesus’ exhortation to the Sardis church to “wake-up” and repent. This is exactly what the Philadelphia church did; they “woke up” and repented. The focus of the Great Awakening was an emphasis on being born again and strong “spiritual” vitality in the church. Key leaders behind the First Great Awakening included George Whitfield and John Wesley. Key leaders behind the revivals of the Second Great Awakening included Dwight L. Moody, Jonathan Edwards, and Charles Spurgeon of England. With the Great Awakening also came a focus on the great Protestant missionary thrusts of the 19th century.  The father of the Protestant missionary movement was William Carey who lived from 1761-1834. This fits the central message of the Philadelphia church.

Rev. 3:8 NKJV Commendation: "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; How many really take advantage of the open door of opportunity that Jesus provides? This is an encouragement to those who have stepped out in faith to serve him.  He goes on to say,  {8b} …for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. This church has a little strength.  Dr. Robert L. Thomas has this to say about the phrase “a little strength (power)”: “Some argue that this alludes to the meager number of believers in the church and consequently the limited influence they exercised (Hort; Beckwith). Support for this theory comes from observing that the members of the church probably came from the lower classes (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26-27) in contrast with the wealth of their Jewish adversaries. It is also observed that the church is not blamed for its lack of equipment, a factor beyond its control, but is praised for making good use of the slight resources at its disposal (Moffatt). Others are of the opinion that the church’s “little power (strength)” refers to the small spiritual vitality of the believers in the church, noting that the expression obviously falls short of a full commendation (Walvoord). Although neither view has a particularly strong support, the latter meets with formidable objections. This could hardly imply a limited spiritual vitality because it is part of the good qualities that constitute the commended works (Lee). It is further disproved by the commendations that are issued to the church in the remaining verses of the message. “Little power (strength)” must refer to the church’s limited influence because of its numerical smallness.”
Dr. Thomas has a good point. This church probably had limited influence because of their numerical smallness, not because of little spiritual power or little faith. Even with Spiritual power, it is true that the true church in general will not have a major impact upon her surrounding culture as the Apostle Paul points out, as follows: 1 Cor 1:26 NIV Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. {27} But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. {28} He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, {29} so that no one may boast before him. This reference to humility is in direct contrast to the church of Sardis’ who was puffed up with pride over having a name for being spiritually alive, but in reality they were spiritually dead. Paul writes in 2 Cor 12:7 NIV “To keep me from becoming conceited (prideful) because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  {8} Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  {9} But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. {10} That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  So, this church is of a little strength, of little influence due to its small numbers, and of little influence because they were not considered “wise by human standards” and were not “of noble birth.” Paul elaborates in 2 Cor. 12 that we should not expect to have worldly strength, but weaknesses; not adulations, but insults; not ease of life, but hardships; not acceptance by everybody, but persecutions; not a smooth road, but difficulties. This is what the true church can expect! 
Philadelphia may be of “a little strength” but they do have power that comes from faith and the Holy Spirit as evidenced by the fact that they kept God’s Word and did not deny the name of Jesus. According to Acts 1:8, power comes from the Holy Spirit, which is only by faith. Paul writes in Phil. 4:13 that “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  It is not surprising to hear Jesus say in Rev. 3:8 “you have kept my Word and not denied my name.”  If you recognize you are weak, are you not going to look for something stronger upon which to depend?  The Word of God is where we get our strength, because it is there that we learn about the nature of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Joshua 1:8  “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” ...and finally Jesus says, “you have not denied my name.” Matt. 10:32  “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.”
Rev. 3:9 NKJV "Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie; indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. These Jews may be physical Jews born of the seed of Abraham, but to Jesus they are of the devil. Jesus had a very sharp argument with unbelieving Jews in John 8:31-58. Jesus had this to say to them John 8:44 NIV You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire…. Jews of this same mold attacked the Church after Jesus was crucified. Paul confronted these Jews, also known as the circumcision group (Judaizers), as described in Galatians (Gal. 2). Jews are the “apple of God’s eye (Zech 2:8).” But, if they attack the Church of Jesus Christ God will be sorely displeased. Jesus said that He will make them acknowledge that He loved the Gentile Church in Philadelphia.
Rapture and the Hour of Trial: Rev. 3:10 NKJV "Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from (ek) the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. This is an obvious reference to the end time Tribulation period since it says the “whole world” will be tested.  Jesus encourages the Philadelphians that they will be kept “from” the Tribulation period. According to Dr. John Walvoord, the Greek word for “from” is “ek,” and also translates “out of.”  In other words, the Philadelphian church will be pulled “out of” the world and kept safe “from” the “hour of trial” to come upon the whole earth. Paul writes about being pulled out of the world into the clouds to meet Jesus in 1 Thess 4:16 NKJV  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up snatched up, pulled out of together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. So, Philadelphia Type I believers, will be kept from the “hour of Trial” that is to come upon the face of the whole world. What about Type II believers, will they also be “pulled out” in the Rapture to meet Jesus in the clouds, in the air? Type II believers tend to be a little nervous about this one! What if a believer watches a movie or media that they know they should not watch? This is sin, is it not (see James 4:17, Rom. 14:23b)? If the trumpet sounded at that point, will this believer be “caught up” in the air to meet Jesus? Apparently so, since Paul writes to Corinth, a Type II church, the following: 1 Cor 15:51 NIV  Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed including Type II believers-- {52} in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. {53} For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. This seems to indicate that Type II believers could be in the middle of a sin when Jesus calls us in the Rapture. They will be caught up to meet Jesus, but it appears that they will not be ashamed at His appearing (see 1 John 2:28)!
When does the Rapture Take Place?: Some teach that the Rapture does not take place until the end of the Tribulation period.  They interpret this passage to read the “church is protected through the Tribulation.” But, scripture begs to differ with this view, such as 1 Thess. 5:9 NIV “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” and  Luke 21:36  “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” What is about to happen? Luke 21:25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  {26}  Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. {27} At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. {28} When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." We learn from Daniel and Revelation the Tribulation comes in two time periods of 42 months each, for a combined total of seven years.  This is the time of God’s wrath. The Rapture takes place before this time period. For further study about the timing of the Rapture read the When the Trumpet Sounds by Thomas Ice and Timothy Demy.
What about Earth-Dwellers: The “hour of trial” is for the testing of those who dwell “upon the earth.” Earth-dwellers are mentioned nine times in KJV. They are one of eight major personages in the book of Revelation. The NIV refers to them as “inhabitants of the earth.” Earth-dweller is defined in Rev. 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him (The Beast - Anti-Christ), whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Earth-dwellers worship the Beast and whose name is not written in the “book of life.” Earth-dwellers are deceived by signs and wonders performed by the False Prophet in Rev. 13:14 “And He (Second Beast or False Prophet) deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.  {15}  And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.” Earth-dwellers are the most deceived of all groups. We will read more about them when we come to Revelation 13.
Rebuke (Shortfall): None
Rev. 3:11 NKJV Exhortation (Warning): "Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. There is no criticism or rebuke to this church, however, Jesus still exhorts this church to “hold on to what you have...” which is what?  “You have kept my Word and have not denied my name.”  There is temptation to fall into dead works, like Sardis, to begin to think that you have made a name for yourself. But God commands “hold onto what you have.” We are to trust Him, not ourselves or anybody else. If believers hold onto to the Word and not deny Jesus, then they will not lose their crowns.
Speaking of crowns: Dr. Erwin Lutzer (Senior Pastor at Moody Church in Chicago) has much to say about rewards and crowns in his book, Your Eternal Reward. In his book he writes the following: “The assumption that rewards are nothing more than crowns is false in my opinion. Rewards have more to do with levels of responsibility that will be given to us.” Chuck Missler adds: “So the ‘crowns’ that Scripture speaks about are not necessarily literal crowns, but symbols of rank, seals of inheritance, or achieved distinction. All sovereigns in the kingdom will receive crowns. If we lose our crown, it will simply mean we have lost rank.” 

Rev. 3:12 NKJV Promise to Overcomer: "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God A pillar is a small part of a building, but plays an important role. Jesus states Luke 19:17 “…because you have been faithful with little, I will put you in charge of much,” Rev. 3:12b …and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. According to Heb. 11:9 NIV By faith he Abraham made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. {10} For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
Rev. 3:13 NKJV Invitation / Closure: "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' Does closure at this point suggest the majority of this church are “caught up” in the Rapture?
